in 
I in 



m THF. IJNITEP <;tatF.S pate nt AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



olVI^ 



O 
O 



CO. 



|s«=: 




•■Express Mail" mailing label number: EL649974936US 
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1 hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the U. S, Postal Serv.^^^^ 
1.10 on the date indicated above and ts addressed to Ass.stant Comm.ss.oner for Pat 

By: 
Name: 
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1231 




Chatia Lambert 



pTViqiONAI APPLICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(b) 

BOX PATENT APPLICATION 
Asfititant Commissioner for Patents 
Waihington, DC 2023 1 

Dekf- Sir: 

l^^ - , ,• 17 rPR 8 1 SVb^ of Serial No 09/471,621, filed on December 21, 




Enclosed is a copy of .he prior appl.ca.lon; inCudin, .he '^^'l^^t,'^^^^ 

daims 1 pages of abstract, 10 sheets of drawings, and 4 pages of oath or declarat.on. 



1 



The e„t.ed.sclosureofthepnor application. .o.wh.ch^ 

as being part of the disclosure of the accompanying application and is hereby mcorporai y 

cart/el original claims 1-14 of this application before calculating the filing fee. (At least one onginal .dependent 

claim must be retained for filing purposes.) 

The filing fee is calculated below: 

ri AIMS AS FILED 
NUMBER EXTRA 




54- 



6.n 



□ A verified Statement that this filing is by a small entity is already filed in the prior application. 

□ A Verified Statement that this filing is by a small entity is attached. 
Payment of fees: 

1^ Attached is a check in the amount of 728.00 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 1 3-2725 . 

The commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees as set forOi m 37 CFR 1.16 to 1. 18 which 
may be required by this paper or credit any overpayment to Account No. 13-2725. 

Amend the specification by inserti ng before the first line the sentence: 

of application Serial No. 09/471,621, filed De'cember 21, 1999, which 

application(s) are incorporated heremby reference. 



9. 



10. 



_ A set of formal drawings ( 1 0 sheets) is enclosed. 
Z PnorityofapplicationSerialNo. 10-363881, filed on December 22, 1998 m Japan, and Serial No. 11-109331, filed 

April 16, 1999 in Japan, is claimed under 35 U.S.C. 119. 
H The cmifieO copies have been filed In prior .pphca„on Serial No. 09/47 1 ,62 1 , filed December 21. 1999. 
H The prror appl.c.r.on is ..s.gned of record ,o Ma.sushto EleCc Indush^al Co., Lid. locaied a, 10O6.banch,, Oaza- 
Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-8501, Japan. 

1^ The Power of Attorney in the prior application is to: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2215 



2 



11. 



12. 

13. 

14. 
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□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 



A preliminary amendment is enclosed. (Claims added by this amendment have been P^^P^.^-'y ""2^^;;^ 
foSrecu'ively beginning with the number next following the highest numbered or.gmal clarm m the pr.or 

application.) 

Fee for excess claims is attached. 

A petition and fee has been filed to extend the term in the prior application until . A copy of the petition for 
extension of time in the prior application is attached. 

The inventor(s) in this application are less than those named in the prior application and it is requested that the 
following inventors identified above for the prior application be deleted: 

Also Enclosed: 

Address all ftiture communications to the Attention of Douglas P. Mueller (may only be completed by attorney or 

agent of record) at the address below. 



A return postcard is enclosed. 



n^^- November 13.2000 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
612.332.5300 




Doug^^ts P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 
DPM/tvm 
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